Petit Granit is a Carboniferous grey-bluish crinoidal limestone that becomes shiny black when polished. The rock is known under several other names including

An introduction to "Petit Granit"
Petit Granit is a calcareous grey-blue stone, giving rise to the Smolders, Tom Blatt, Belgischer Blaustein, Belgischer Blaustein, Santiago Calatrava, among others).
Petit Granit as Global Heritage Stone Resource
The essential characteristics of a Global Heritage Stone Resource (GHSR) are now defined (Hughs et al. 2013; Cooper et al. 2013 ; HSTG "Terms of Reference" approved by IUGS at its Executive Committee Meeting in San Sebastian, Spain in February 2012 (http:/ /www.globalheritagestone.org/home/ghsr-proposals). An approved GHSR nominee must have a cultural history encompassing a significant period of time and needs to have been utilised in significant works, either in buildings, sculpture or utilitarian applications. Wide geographical use, extending if possible to numerous countries, is important. In addition, recognition as a cultural icon, potentially including association with a national identity or a significant individual contribution to architecture, is also valuable. In the case of Petit Granit, all these characteristics are accomplished. Contemporary quarrying and therefore the on-going availability of a GHSR for construction can increase the status of a GHSR and hence is also beneficial. As a consequence of this availability, technical investigations are encouraged, and continued use of the GHSR stone is promoted. With contemporary quarrying, GHSR designation may safeguard the resource from future inaccessibility resulting from quarry closure. Such inaccessibility has long been a problem given the common close proximity of dimension stone quarries to other human activities.
Required GHSR Nomination/Citation data
For the purpose of GHSR nomination, the HSTG Terms of Reference state that citations shall contain specific information , as follows.
Formal Name: Petit Granit.
Other Names: Pierre Bleue de Belgique, Blue Stone, Belgian Blue Stone (not to be confused with Chinese Bluestone or Irish Bluestone), Belgian Limestone. Quarrying: Petit Granit has been extracted in several regions of southern Belgium since the Middle Age (Figure 3a and 3b). Around fifteen quarries are active these days, employing almost one thousand people. A map with specific locations of present-day quarries is at http://www.pierresetmarbres.be.
Heritage issues:
The quarries are being considered within the European Quarry Landscapes project, which considers historic quarries and landscapes formed by quarrying across Europe (http://www.quarrylandscapes.teruel.es/) Victor Hugo mentioned the Petit Granit in his travel writings (e.g. "Ces roches de la Meuse contiennent beaucoup de fer; mêlées au paysage, elles sont d'une admirable couleur: la pluie, l'air et le soleil les rouillent splendidement; mais, arrachées de la terre, exploitées et taillées, elles se métamorphosent en cet odieux granit gris bleu dont toute la Belgique est infestée. Ce qui donnait de magnifiques montagnes ne produit plus qued'affreusesmaisons. Dieu a fait le rocher, l'homme a fait le moellon." (Rouvez, 1909) Petrographic Name: Crinoidal limestone (bioclastic packstone [Dunham, 1962] ; biomicrite [Folk, 1959] )
Mineralogical composition: The mean composition is of 96 to 99 % carbonate (with a minimum of 88 % calcite), 0 to 1 % quartz, 0,1 to 0,4 % iron (mainly as pyrite) and 0,2 to 0,4 % of organic carbon (which gives the dark colour in fresh surfaces).
Colour: Grey-bluish, dark-grey on freshly broken surface, to lightgrey with a slight bluish shade as a patina.
Natural variability:
The strata of Petit Granit are well known for their homogeneity and uniform character. There is a slight variability in the size and density of crinoid ossicles, and also a slight variation of colour, somewhat darker ("bancs noirs") or lighter ("bancs gris"). The many different finishing possibilities for the rock, smooth or rough ones, alter the colour appearance. Sculptures: Petit Granit has also been used widely in sculpture and architecture by a number of well-known artists. The list is long, but included is a selection of some sculptors, starting with Mateo Hernández (Figure 8 ), whose works appear in a dedicated museum in Béjar, Salamanca (Spain).
-Mateo Hernandez (Hernández, 1950; Bernáldez Villarroel and Brasas Egido,1998; BernáldezVillarroel, 2000 
Other characteristics: Because the depositional environment was one of high water-column productivity which led to mostly reducing conditions in the sediment, sulphide minerals (pyrite) were created and the limestone contains a high percentage of organic carbon. For this reason it is also called "coal lime". One characteristic of this rock is the smell it produces when broken or scratched due to the hydrogen sulphide released, which explains the nickname "stink lime".
Conclusion
Petit Granit fulfils all the requirements to be presented as candidate for designation as a GHSR, both for construction and artistic purposes, but especially for its widespread use as a dimension stone for building exteriors. 
